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While Vienna resonates as the music
capital of the world, the sound of music
fills the hills and valleys of Austria
including the hearts of its people. This
is my unforgettable experience of the
heavenly Austria for its classical songs
and the friendly smiles of the people. But
Of course, music and friendship cannot
do without wine.

Music not only flows in the streets,
restaurants, plazas and pubs, but also in
the blood of Austrian people. | remember
journeying to a small village in Poysdorf.
The quaint little village is so small one can
browse through this nooks and crannies
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within an hour. But in observing and
careful strides, one can be thrilled to no
end with the artistry and musicality of
the place. And, the presence of wine is
averywhere to pair with food and every
mood.

In fact music comes to life in the
company of wine, reliving the days
of Mozart, Haydn, and Schubert,
whose immortal melodies compose
the soul of Austria. Besides its scenic
landscapes, romantic blue Danube,
and rich cultural heritage, Austria is
where parcels of vineyards blanket the
gentle hills and rolling terrains from

where beautiful boutigue wines are made.
Here, the tradition and art of winemaking
is preserved with passion and handed
down from generations to generations, not
intended for mass consumption but only
for the pleasure of local wine aficionados.

Among the outstanding Austrian wines
is the ice wine which comes in minute
quantity compared to most world wines,
Ice wine is made only in a few regions of
the world where grapes are harvested in
exact winter temperature for the quality
and sweetness most desired. Rigid
controls and quality standards, plus the
unpredictable weather in Austrian make




its ice winemaking yield almost a rarity,
yet with the excellence beyond compare.

Here, my biggest incentive came upon
tasting the 1979 vintage ice wine an
heirloom shared with me by Gunther
Muller himself at the Domane Muller
wine cellar. A sip of the vintage opens
the senses to a world of bouquets of
subtle notes of honey, lemon, and orchid
followed by layers of flavors like peach
and honey unfolding on the palate and
nose unto the entire senses. The ice wine
taken in good company is total a bliss.

Austrian wines may lack glamour of

bottling and packaging, but they are
simple and uncluttered, genuine and
good. Perhaps this has always been
the original intention of wine and its
winemaker.
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